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ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 

The meeting commenced at 9.00 am 

The CHAIRMAN (Ms Guise):  Ladies and gentlemen, we begin today's proceedings and I do so first of all with 
the chairman's statement.  This Estimates Committee will be reported by contractors to the Hansard office.  The 
daily proof Hansard will be published at 8.30 am tomorrow.  Members should not raise questions about matters 
of general concern which do not have an item of expenditure in the consolidated fund.  The Estimates 
Committee's consideration of the estimates will be restricted to discussion of those items for which a vote of 
money is proposed.  We are dealing with estimates of expenditure and that should be the prime focus of this 
Committee.  While there is scope for members to examine many matters, questions need to be clearly related to 
matters of expenditure.  For example, members are free to pursue performance indicators which are included in 
the Budget Statements while there remains a clear link between the questions and the estimates. 

It will assist in the Committee's examination if questions and answers are kept brief, without unnecessarily 
omitting material information.  It is the intention of the chair to ensure that as many questions as possible are 
asked and answered and that both questions and answers are short and to the point.   

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the Committee rather than asking that the 
question be put on notice for the next sitting week.  For the purpose of following up the provision of this 
information, I ask the minister to clearly indicate to the Committee which supplementary information he or she 
agrees to provide.  If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek the minister's cooperation in ensuring 
that it is delivered to the committee Clerk by 12 October 2001 so members may see it before the report and the 
third reading stages.  If the supplementary information cannot be provided within that time, written advice is 
required of the day by which the information will be made available.  Details in relation to supplementary 
information have been provided to both members and advisers and, accordingly, I ask the minister to cooperate 
with those requirements. 

I caution members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the 
question on notice with the Clerk's office.  Only supplementary information which the minister agrees to provide 
will be sought by 12 October 2001.  It will also greatly assist Hansard staff if, when referring to the program 
statements, volumes or the consolidated fund estimates, members give the page number, item, program and 
amount in the preface to their question.   

I ask the minister to introduce his advisers to the Committee and, members, I know that we have canvassed 
informally a different set-up for this morning.  I will ask that a motion be passed that we deal with divisions 23, 
24 and 25 first, so I will need a formal motion for that. 

Mr BIRNEY:  I am happy to move that, Madam Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Moved by the member for Kalgoorlie. 

Mr HYDE:  Can I also add to that that we then deal with 19 and 21 together and come back to 20 at the end, so 
we can streamline. 

Mr KOBELKE:  19 and 21 are the same staff, same officers. 

The CHAIRMAN:  19 and 21. 

Mr BIRNEY:  I am happy to include that in my motion, Madam Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN:  You are happy to include that?  Then so be it.  Do I have a seconder for that?  The member 
for Perth, you are moving that?  By show of hands, all those in favour?  To the contrary?  No?  That is carried.  
Members, in that instance I would like to thank you for agreeing to reschedule the Kimberley, Pilbara and 
Gascoyne items to 9 am today.  This part of the proceedings will be heard by officers of the regional 
development commission by way of a teleconference.  The starfish shaped device on the table is both 
microphone and speaker.  The officers will be able to hear the proceedings and respond to questions when asked 
to do so.  Telstra is to establish the link at 8.55, so I am going to ask the minister in a minute to confirm that his 
advisers are actually there and introduce them. 

Would you please request committee members, ministers and advisers, as a note to me, to speak clearly and at a 
reasonable volume so the officers on the teleconference link are able to hear the questions.  Similarly to the 
officers who are listening at the other end, hopefully, I request that you do speak up so we are able to hear you.  
At the conclusion of the regional development commission items we will disconnect the link and remove the 
equipment.  Thank you for your cooperation.   
 


